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Seelig were not in the position to give so generously.

In recent years, New Jersey governnent has
wor ked to enable the gam ng industry to better serve
the citizens of the entire state. As an elected
official, I'"'mvery proud to be a nenber of the
Commer ce, Tourism Gaming, and MIlitary and Veterans
Affairs Comrittee. That's a long title, but very
i nportant, and as | awrakers, we are conmitted to
continuing to bring New Jersey citizens the far
reachi ng benefits a flourishing ganm ng industry can
provi de.

I want to thank you for your attention
and enj oy your stay.

CHAl RVAN JAMES: Thank you so nuch.

Mayor Whel an.

MR WHELAN:  Madane Chai rman and nenbers
of the Conm ssion, let nme wel come you, add ny wel cone
to the governor and ot hers who spoke before nme. W're
delighted any tinme people cone to Atlantic City to
visit us because that's what we do. W're in the
hospitality business, and when we have visitors, it's

a pleasure to cone and wel cone.
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Let me say this is the first federal group
that has cone, but in all candor, you are not the
first group of public officials or interested citizens
who have cone to Atlantic Gty to learn a little bit
about what has happened here during the casino era,
and it seens to ne that Atlantic City -- we're a
little bit like that ink blot test that we may be
famliar with fromour college psychol ogy courses,
where, you know, sone people look at it. They |ook at
the ink blot and they see a butterfly, and other
peopl e | ook at the ink blot and they see a cockroach
You know, that's a little bit of what our experience
here has been with fol ks who cone.

Those who come perhaps with a bias in
favor of casino ganbling cone and see the butterfly,
and those who cone perhaps with a bias against it see
t he cockr oach.

Part of that is because Atlantic Gty

remai ns very much a work in progress. W' Il have an
opportunity, | hope, with some of you today to go out
and physically ook at the towmn. So we'll save those

i ssues for then, but | think that it's inmportant that
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we understand what ganbling won't do.

Ganbling is not a cure all. It

i's not

going to solve all of the social problens of the

conmuni ty.

It's not going to cure AIDS. |

t doesn't

prevent teenagers from dropping out of school, and it

doesn't prevent drug problens. It doesn't
you know, -- it doesn't elimnate crime. |
think it has reduced crinme, but it doesn't

elimnate crinme, and so on

prevent,

n any case,

But there's the other side to the story of

what it does do. The short version of that

and public revenue, and of course, when po

tal k about

The reality is,

and you have sone of the st

is jobs

iticians

public revenue, we're talking about taxes.

atistics,

there has been a huge increase in jobs in this region

and there has been a huge increase of public revenues

at the state |evel,

county level, local level, and

clearly some of those revenues go to support prograns

that, in fact,

attack the social problens, whether

it's Youth Build, which you' ve heard about which

happen to chair, and our Council President

of that

boar d;

t he PAAD Program and so on.

is a menber
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There is a public benefit directly |inked
to the casinos both in terms of rebuilding Atlantic
City through CRDA, the Casino Rei nvestnent Devel opnent
Authority -- and, again, we'll see sone of their work
today, and sonme of their work was articul ated by
Senator Torricelli around the state -- and also in
terns of supporting governnent generally.

You know, again, we will see an $80
mllion high school 70 percent of which is being paid
for by casino taxes.

One other point 1'd like to make in terns
of the benefits is the casinos are good corporate
citizens. The nyth that exists out there that there
are bad guys lurking in the closets or under the beds
of the casinos is just that, a myth. 1t may have been
based on a reality back in the 1940s, that there was
a mafia or a nmob influence, but the reality is that
our casinos are major publicly traded corporations,
and again, as the Attorney Ceneral has indicated,
probably the nobst regulated industry in the country,
and we woul d suggest the cl eanest industry in the

country.
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But beyond that issue of corruption --
that's just elimnating the negative -- is the
positive. Qur casinos, | would match their record of
phil ant hropi ¢ and charitable contributions and civic
i nvol venent agai nst any industry in any comunity in
this state and, | would suspect, in the nation

One of the questions that we get asked,
per haps not by this panel but by other communities --
we have newspaper who conme in from you know,
conmuni ti es sonmewhere that's considering ganbling --
iswll it work in that towmn. | don't know the answer
to that. You know, in sone cases it has worked. 1In
other cases, it will not work, and what the dynam cs
of that are, frankly, I"'mnot smart enough to figure
out .

It works here in Atlantic Gty. | think
There are a couple of reasons that are unique to
Atlantic City why it works here. The first is that we
were always a resort town, and the truth is that we
were always a resort town that was a little bit
naughty.

The fact is, if you talk to sonme of the
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old timers around here, they will tell you that
prohi bition was but a runor in Atlantic Gty.

(Laughter.)

MR WHELAN: And they will also tel
you -- you will hear people say, "Well, when we got
ganbl i ng,” and sonething you'll get corrected and say,
"You mean when we got | egal ganbling," because there
are those who woul d suggest that Atlantic Gty had
ganbl i ng before we had | egal ganbli ng.

Let me close on two points. The first is
that we have a rather selfish, narrow interest here,
which is if this Conmm ssion were to reconmend to
Congress that there should be no further expansion of
casino ganbling, that's not the worst thing in the
worl d that woul d happen to Atlantic Gty, quite
frankly. That m ght force conpanies |ike MGV and M.
Lanni and others to direct their investnents to
communities like Atlantic Cty and Biloxi and Las
Vegas that already have casi no ganbling.

So we kind of have a selfish interest in
telling you, you know, geez, ganbling is terrible.

Nobody shoul d have it, and so on, but frankly, that
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woul d be a disservice. It would be a disservice to
our comunity. It would be a disservice to the people
fromthe casino industry who are hel ping us rebuild
Atlantic Cty, and it would be a disservice to our
country in that you have a m ssion fromthe Congress
to go out and get the facts about casino ganbli ng.

The short version is that Atlantic City
woul d be dead wi t hout casi no ganbling, and, again,
whet her it woul d work on other conmunities, whether
the job is conpleted here, the answer is we don't know
if it'll work in other communities. The job clearly
is not conpleted here, but Atlantic City is alive and
wel I and maki ng progress in |large part because of
casi no ganbling.

Agai n, we thank you and wel cone you to
Atlantic Cty.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Thank you so nuch, Mayor
Vel an.

Ros.

MS. NORRELL- NANCE: Good nor ni ng,
Conmi ssi oners, and wel conme to the great, really great

City of Atlantic City.
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